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The eight-period block schedule was designed to accommodate the unique needs of our school focus programs. Our goal is to allow students to participate in a rigorous A-G college preparation program, and to participate in a career pathway designed to prepare students with specific industry skills and soft job skills.

The traditional six-period high school schedule forces a student to make a choice between college and career pathways, because the demands of an A-G schedule exclude students from all but a handful of electives. In this schedule, one must choose between the two.

In our eight-period, rotating block schedule, students take four 90-minute classes each day. The classes they attend alternate every other day, so a student will go to periods 1, 3, 5, and 7 on one day, and period 2, 4, 6, and 8 the opposite days. This way, students can take 5 or 6 periods of college A-G courses and still have space in their schedule for a 2- or 3-period career pathway course, either every other day or every day. This schedule was built around the traditional ROP model where students meet in a 1- to 3-hour class every day.

Here is an example:

	Monday
	
	
	Tuesday
	

	Period 1
	English 11
	
	Period 2
	Pre-Calculus

	Period 3
	AP Biology
	
	Period 4
	Restaurant 1

	Period 5
	Restaurant 1
	
	Period 6
	Restaurant 1

	Period 7
	Drama
	
	Period 8
	AP US History


We are one of a handful of schools that can accommodate a student who wishes to prepare for both college and a career pathway. Of course, this schedule requires teachers to teach more sections (6 vs. 5) over the course of two days, which means smaller class sizes (contract = 165 student contacts total). This, in turn, requires more staffing – the kids all have to be in a class with someone, and with limited enrollment per class more sections are needed.

If you have any questions regarding this schedule, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 971-5188 or toddo@sanjuan.edu. 

Our Guiding Principles for THE NEW SAN JUAN HIGH SCHOOL
Innovation for Excellence:

· Creating personalized learning experiences

· Developing student achievement through real-world connections

· Empowering global citizens for the 21st Century


